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The interesting story of the writing
~and signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence—July 2 or August 2 better
r entitled to celebration than July 4.
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OPULAR history has fostened upon
our Impressionuble minds & poetle
pleturs of the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independeénce as n gimeeful
and  formel fanetlon, tmking plaee
July 4. 1776, In a large, handsomoely
furnighed chamber In Independence
hall, Pilladelphin, To give the nee-
ensary touch of vivacity ta the pies
ture there |8 the scene of tHe small
oy darting from the Joor as the last signer sets
hilx satogenph to the preclons pirelunent and dash-
dag dawn the street, calling to his geandiuther, to
“Ring! O, ring for lberty!"

Our Idenl proeinmnation of the charter of Amer-
fean freedom must be shattered (n the cduse of
friuth, The Deciaration of Independenge was
slgued hehind Jockad doors, and wos not genernl-
Iy signed apon the Fourth of July at all. The ety
Wha not hrenthlessly awuiting the event outside,
nor did the Liberty bell penl furlh on that day
the triumphal note of freedom.

The aeccredited histarian of the United States
Aeparement of state I8 Galllard Hunt, Litt. D, LL.
D.. now chief of the divislon of manuscripts in the
Library of Congress,

“Thepe is really no reanon for our celebrating
the Fourth, of Tuly more than July 2 or August 2,"
ald Doctor Hunt recently to an inquirer. “It was
not untll the latter dute that the document was
Lonernlly signed.

“The Virginla MBIl of rights, of which George
Mason wns also the suthor, was drawn up and
adopted In the last coloninl assembly in Virginin
ptior to the Revolution. The bill of rights 18 In
#ffect & part of every constitution ia the land to-
dny. It Is beyoud doubt that this faumous docu-
anent, of which his elderly friend was author, was
furgely deawn upon by Thomaa Jefferson when he
wrote the Decluration of Independence.

“The fundinmental principles of government set
forth in Mason’s bill of rights were the snme ns
those in the Hnglish petiffons to the king, the acts
af the long parllament and magna ehartn.

“You know, perhaps, that it was another Vie
glolan, Richard Henry Lee, who presented to con-
gress, on June T, 1770, a set of resolutions coutaln.
jpg the wordd, ‘That these united colonles are, and
_mf raht ought to he, free and Indopendent states,
jnd thet all politienl connection between them
puel the state of Grent Britaln Is, and ought to be,
Motally dissolved.

It wan aw a pesult of the favorable voting upon
Leo's resolutions that the well-known committee,
fomposesd of Thomas Jefforson, John Adams, Ben-
amin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert 1L Live
fopston, was named to deaft the document., The
jrommittee assigned the task of preparing the in-
strument to the Virginian, Jefferson's was the
master politiea]l mind and 't was by no mere
chanee that he was ealled upan to write the docu-
metit which has been termed ‘the best-known pu-
Per that has ever come from the pen of &n indl-
Nidual,

Drafting of the Deciaration.

“Thomas Jofferson was the persosifieation of
mathodd,™ remarked Doctor Hunt, “and immediate-
Iy upon recelving hin commission to write the
declaration he retired to the two rooms he rented
us n working piace at Beventh and Market place,
Phtindelphin, snd prepared to glve his country
one of the grentest monuments of human freedom.

“The department of state owns the first draft of
the Declnrmtfon which Jefferson presented to the
committee for It approval. His confreres made
n fuw alterntions, whilch ure clenrly shown in the
texf, nod Jefforson has written beside each chnnge
the pmme of it puthor, making the document of
inewtimahie vnine,

“The falr copy which e made for presentation
fid congress, nnd which bears the cougressional
pmendments and alterntions, Is lost.

“The Iatter Is the formal Deeclaration of Iode-
pendence lnld before congress on June 28, 1776,
dt wan then read and ordered to ile ou the table
uantil Julg 1. On July 2 o resolution was passed
declaring the independence of the United States,
although the exact form of the proclamation as
prepared by Jefferson was debated npon until July
4, when, with some alterntions and amendments, it
wns sfgned by John Hancock, president of the
congress, and the signnture nttested by Charles
Thomaon, secretury of congress,

*July 2 wos actunily the date of separation of
the colonles from the mother country. Oun Juiy 8
we fnd Johin Adums, whom Jefferson called the
foolossun of the colonles,” writing to his wife, Abi-
gnll, in the following words;

“SNenterdny the greatest question which wns
evar debated in Amerien was decided, and a grent-
er perhaps never wos nor will be decided among
en.

Great Day Was July 2.

“In n second letter, written the same day, he
#ald: ‘But the day 4 pust. July 2 will be the
most memornble epoch in the history of America.
T um apt to belléve that It will be celebrated by
suceeeding generntions us the anniversary festival,
It ought to be commemornted us the day of deliy-
erance by solemn ncts of devotlon to God Al-
mighty.'

“There s little doubt but that the particlpants
in the event consldered July 2 as the true date of
Independence for the colonles, but popular faney
nelted upon the 4th, the date of acceptance of Jel-
forson's formal and detalled setting-forth as the
proper dnte of celebration.

#John Trumbull's {nmous painting of the scens,
hanging In the rotundn of the eapitol, 18 a poetienl
plece of work and gives many of the portraits of
the gigners with felthlfulness, but It Is somewhnut
fanciful. No =ilken hangings druped the windows
of that stifling roomy on Jaly 4, 1770, and the beay.
tifel order in which the men are ranged up for
slgning the Inmortal document 18 also Octional.

ey

SIGNERS LWED TO OLD AGE|

Five of Them Had Pnued Ninety-Year
Mark When Death Claimed
Theam.

The signars who lived to the great
oft age wore James Swmith of Penn-
pylvania, the Iriah-born slgner, who
dled July 11. 1508, at the nge of |
ninety-six yenrs, and Charles Carroll,

old

alghty-four;
aighty-four;

who dled November 14, 1533, also at | elgbty-uine; Willlnm Willlams, eighty- | died
Willlam | one, and George Wy

the age of ninety-six years
Iiery dled In 1827 at the age of

at the age of ninetv-one,
Lewis, the Welsh-born signer
1803 at the age of ninety-one.
slgners who lived to be &ighty
were Samuel Adams,
William Floyd,
min Frankiln, eight
ferson, elghty thres:

John Adams and Thomas Jeffersop r
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Indepertderice Hall

“The president of the congress, John Haneock,
with the secretary, Charles Thomson, slone signed
the autograph Jefferson document on that date.
Immedintely afterward It wns hurrled to the offi-
clal Printer for congress, John Dunlap, to put in
type and severnl coples were made. By next
morning the printed coples of Jefferson’s Declaran-
tion of Independence were In Hancock's hands.
When he enme to write the proceedings for the
Fourth of July, 1776, Into the Journal of Con-
gress, Churles Thomson, secretary of the congress,
left a blank eppce for the Declaration nnd it s this
broidside which now appesrs wofered Into the
spuee left for It in the Jouroal,

“This broadside was sent out to the governors of
the states, to the Contlnental army, and it is the
paper from which the Declarntion of Independence

THEY BELIEVED
IN AMERICA

One bundred and forty years ago some hnif-
hundred men, sent by their communities to con-
cert measures for securing their “rights as Eng-
lishmen,” hecame convinced that these could not
be obtalued save by ceasing to be “British sub-
Jects" nnd declaring themselves “American eitl-
zens.”

Let us look behind the formal phrases of the
mmortal Declaration to the falth of these men
and of the people for whom they spoke. What
was the faith that made vital thelr appeal for
the justice of thelr esuse and the righteousness
of thelr undertaking?

They belleved in themselves: in thelr ability to
do right and jnstice. They belleved in the com-
petence of stalwart manhood to govern itself and
to provide for the common welfare, They
lleved they eould make better arrangements In
government than men had made before them.
They believed in themselves, in their people, In
Americn.

Americans of late have done n great denl of
fault-finding with America. There Is not so mush
now us g year or two ago. The spectacle across
the Atlantie tends to hush It, and to give new
point to the saying that “other countries” are
what make Amerieans so proud of their own.

In the light of that spectacle and of our own

be-
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United States

ﬁ'aﬂ j bhe Declgration of Mg&eﬂdence

wns rend to the people July 8 when the Liberty

hell wans rinz and the first publie celebration was |

made in honor of the event.,”
Signed August 2.

“July 19 congress ordered that the Declaration
poxsed the 4th be fairly engrossed. It was
very beautifully done on parthment.
doctnment whieh peceived the signntores of nll the
members of the Continentanl congress present in
Independence hall, August 2, 1770. By
however. the membership had changed slightly, so
that the “signers" were not identien! with the
body of delegates who hed declared for lndepend-
ence n month before. Presumnably it was rt this
time that Hancoek, making hls great familiar sig-
nature, Jestingly remarked hat John Bull conid
see 1t without his specineles. One or two of the
slgnatures weres not actually uffixed -until a later
dite than Augnst 2,

“This is the treasurad Declaration of Independ-
ence now In possession of rhe depoartment of
state,” =ald Doctor Hunt. It is kept in a hermetic-

ally =enled ense. which [= opened only by special |

order for very especial reasons, It Is faded, and it
would heve heen better If this engrossed copy had
bern muade on paper rather than parchment. It Is
go faded thnt few of the signatures are recogniz-
able. Nothing can now be done which will perma-
nently benefit It

“L believe the muln ecnuse of the fading was the
impression tnken In 1823, by order of President
Monroe,

= Nation Is

| immediate

| one

| of approvai and delight.”

| Daeclaration, Jefi
| political gos;

| Jefforson’s age. In

| States contained.

This is ﬂn‘:

| thereot.”

this time, | 3

Two hundred fucsimilies were then made |

to give a copr to each of the then lving slgners |

and others. Taklng the

Ink."

history ler all true Awmericnns today - highly re-
solve on a new birth within thelr own souls of
the faiths of those men 140 vears ango. of faith in
themselves and of faith In America.

OF GREAT MOMENT IN HISTORY.

The declaration of American inde g | =
on o eric idependence was | ably that of July 8, 1776,

of unequaled moment in history. As the result
of that fact. the United States of America hns
risen to a greatness which has changed the face
of the world. In a little less than
of vesrs It hus changed us from a nation of peo-
ple sesttered thinly along the coust of the At-
Inntie. to n nation of over a hundred milllons of
people strétehing over the whole continent from
the Atlantic to the TPacifie, and even into the
lands heyond the =eas,
in material energy,
prgses

as In numbers, It now far sur-
the mother country from whieh It sprang.

TRIBUTE TO THE DECLARATION.

The historian Buekle was cordla]l and sweeping
In hiz praise of the Declarntion. He sald among
other things: “That noble Declaration ought to
he hunz up In the nuprsery of every king and
blgzoned on the porch of every royal palnee

If surh we the brillilant historian’s idea. It
warg as Professor Tyler remarked., “becaunse the
Declaration has becowme the classie statement of
politien! truths which must at last abolish kings
altogether or elge teach them to identify thelr ex.
v with the dignity and happine=s of haman
nature.”

MMMWMWWWVV“H e
““NWWWV\MM’M\
ninsty-threa, John Adams died {n 1876 | dying in 1826, were, excepting Charles | 1777
Carroll of Maryland, the Iast survivors |
signers, and ft 1s one of
that both
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Most Widely Read Document.

One hundred and

passed since the Fou

when the Declaration was slgned, b

| that epochal docuoment rend

and reread with fresh
whao @ so -_’?ru\ lu

until 1532
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GYPS“ lS PAP'DLY PﬁSSING'd'y There were no conﬁnius rulea

Rata Delng Driven Out by Ruthless
Industrialism of the Western
Countries,

There Ia nothing {n the memory of
youth that has more of the element of
fasciuation than the wandering gypsy.
1o it was the fsarnome as well. Meoas-
urad by the conventional standards of
life, It waa a strange and uncanny ca-
resr, There was mystery in its svery

movemend, and change In Its every |

of conduct to be observed, no confine-
ment in prisonlike schooirocm when
the world outside beckoned so inviting-
Iy to the spirit of youth, no compulsion
to do aught ¢lse than fancy prompted.

Nor bas this envy of the gypsy free-
dom been confined to the young. There
is many & momeant In mature life when
the thought of arifting hither and yon
fn the cpen air appeals strongly to
the man who ls chained to office or
factory. To have the power to move

wherever you choose to light a camp-
fire, to gee the world and all that in it
lies, these are not unpleasant thoughts
to the person burdened with the dally
round of dutles,

To the gypsy the things that haress
and worry the normal life are but the
merest bubbles nl the air. To him
there I8 no such thing as the high cost
of living. Taxes are as unknown to
him as the Irregularities of the Greek
verb. Not even the fncome tax can
mar his pleasure in life. In the gypsy

or to tarry as you will, to have & homg | lexicon there is no such word as land- |

lord and no such thing as rent. He s
nbove the conventionalities that hedges
us about.

He is fres from responsibilities ot

to him just the same. But, liks the
other things of the world that smack
of freedom and firresponsibility, the

Eypsy 1s fast disappearing.—Philadel-
phila Press.

| tio broils done to & turn,

——

Dlwree lawyers are fond of domes-

| Every steeple re-echoed it, and with

seven score |

| 4] iversary
Moreover, in wenlth and | B27TOVW, fhvr s $

° | with the
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every type and kind. Panics pass him | tjon it

by, and good times and hard times are |
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S A nation we are now one

hundred and forty years

young, On July 4, 1776, In

old Independence hall. the

“Cradle Liberty." the pa.

triots severed completely

their connection with the mother coun- |

try. and started out to "make their
pwn woy."

“"Probubly no public paper,”

ler,

of

enys Ty-
“ever more pe-fectly satisfied the
purpese for which it was
set forth than this Declaration. From
end of the country to ths other,
as fast as it could be sprsad among
the people, It was greeted i» public
aud private with every demonstration

In his preamhble to his. immortal
erson puts foith a new
and he lifts the strife
of a small band of patriots dp to the
beight and grandeur of a universal
warfare, in which alliages and peoc
ples are participants. “We hold this
truth to be seif-evident—that all men
are createg ™ This declaration
though a { truth to Jeffer-
son, was a new ravelation to
this declaration
Constitution of the United
Here you have tne

fs the

republic In germ.

UOne might suppose, at first thooght,
that the anniversary of America’s inde
pendence should date from the day on
which the Banner of Liberty was first
unfurled and the first heroic blow
against tvranny was struck, or, at least,
from the day on which the last and
decisive blow was given and national
independenca was secured. But our |
Independence day comes from no bat-
tle in the field. Lexington, Coneord, |
Bunker Hill—oot one of these is se
lected.

On this memorable day In 1776, when |
it became known that the final action
was going to be taken, thousands of
citizens, anxious to learn the deci
slon of congress, crowded the streets
of Fhiladelphia. In the steeple of the |
old statehouse was a bell on which by |
a happy coincidence, was inscribed:
“Proclaim Uberty throughout all the
land and wunto all tho inhabitants

In the morning when congress as |
sembled the bellringer went to his
post, having placed bis little boy be-
low to announce when the Declaration |
was fnally adopted, that his bell
might be ths first to.peal forth the
glad tidings. Long ue waited while
the deliberations went on. Suddenly, |
he heard his boy clapping his hands
and shouting: “Ring! Ring!™

Grasping the iron tongte, he swung |
I, to and fro, proclaiming the glad

| water will des

| remembering

Ty
ia@wers and Skubbeérs~
Thelr- Care and Culfivation.

Specimen of Polypodium Mandatanum.

GROW FERNS FOR A CHANGE
BY L. M. BENNINGTON.

The ordinary wav to propagate thia
class of plants is by dividing the
plants, by the creeping rhizomes, hy
the Iittle bulbeis that form on the
fronds and by ths seeds or spores
that appear on the underside of the
leaves,

The enterprising fern lover will find
it most interesting to propagate by
spores and peréhance produce a reslly
valuable addition to these besutiful
and graceful plants.

Procure a seed pan or a box with
plenty of drainage holes and cover the
bottom with broken arockery.

On this place hali-decaved sod and
fill with carefully mixed and sifted

| leal mold and sand.

Make the surface of the sofl per-
fectly smooth and level and then seat-
ter the spores on it and leave them
without any covering, that is of sail
Howeyer, they must he inclosed in
glass by placing a pane of glass over

| the seed box or pan.

Water by placing the seed pan in
water and keep it there until the wa-
ter appears on the surface of the sail.

Then remove at once, for too much
troy the spores. Keep
the box in the light, but not the sun,
that ferns mnaturally
grow in shady places and that we
should try and follow nature's lead.

PLANT SHADE TREES.

When

you are planning to plant

| trees around the honse it will he well

Indepenience Hall,

tidings to the waiting thousands, The
crowded street caught up the sound.

cannon peals, bonfires and illumina-
tion the patriots that nisht declared
their joy. I

The first public celebration of the
Declaration of Independence was prob-
when Nixon
read the statement in the vard of the |
statehouse in Philadelphia, and the
king's arms were taken down in the
courtroom.

In 1777,

in honmor of the fArst an_al-|

| versary of the glorious day, every sol- |

dler was ordered an extra gill of rum,
in 1778, the general orders read: “To-
of the Dec |
laration of Independence, will be cele-
brated by firing 13 pleces of cannon

and a feu de joie to the whole line." |

Bunker Hill Monument.

The massive granite obelisk that
marks the spot of the hottest engage
ment of the Hevolution, Bunker hill
was erected at a cost of $100,000,
ralsed by popular subscription. The |
cornerstone was laid by General La
fayette on his visit to this country in
1825. The monument was completed
in July, 1842, and on its dedication
Daniel Webster, foremost of American
orators, delivered what is generally
conceded to be. barring possibly his |
reply to Mr. Hayne, the greatest
gpeech of his career.

Made His Name Immeortal.
1f Thomas Jefferson, the founder of
the Democratic party and the inter
preter of its principles to the Ameri
can people, had lefi no state paper or
writing tave the Declaration of Inde
' i bave been
iris of man
hizhest patri mand briced
goldier and statesman for that long
rle which gave Amerien its free

rom George III's tyranny.

fmmortal

Showed Worth of Americans. l

The first time the valor of the Amer |
tcan troops was pitted against the
British in a pitched battle is certainly
of the elaborate commemors
has received. TWhile in that
contest, June 17, 1775, the British un
der Lord Howe did succeed in dislodg
ing the continentals under Colonel
Prescott and General Putnam, 1t was
pot until they had lost 1,054 men as
ageinst 460 for the Americans, and
thea worid had been showp thei the
new Setion could fighe

ported

| their presence and

to give a thonght to the Japanese

walnut and the Downings mulbarry.
The Japanese walnut

from the Or

was first
fent aboutl twenty
Years ago and
popularity wherever it
tested,

It does not bear much resemblance
to our mnative kind, difering in leaf
and manner of growth. It does not
start many limbs, and they are thick,
stubby ‘and blunt. When bare of leaves
its appearance _is not very prepossess-
ing or graceful, but when in leaf it
will compare in beauty with any of
our shade trees, and is sure to attract
the admiration of every observer of
tree life.

Its leaves are large and tropleal in
outline and make a dense shade. To
all these qualities of a fine shade tree
it adds the value of a nut tree. It
bears a nut something like our native
butternut in shape. but not so large.
These nuts are borne in elusters and
in great abundance and one of the
best features of these trees is the very
early age they come into bearing.
They hegin at three or four ysars.
They are vigorous and hardy growers.

The Downing mulberry, or perhaps
one of the several other so-called ever-

is rapidly growing in

has Tbeen

bearing varisties, makes a good sec-|

ond cheice. There is not a great deal

| plants gi
for this

im- |

| seen

bird ‘are all willing
more. valuahle
they goet all the
want.

not to molest the
ns long &8
mulberries they

cherries

cail

SOME NOTES IN SEASON

BY LIMA R. ROSE,

The main planting season is over
now, but do not forget to look out
for and renew any plants that have
not thrived so far.

We miss a part of the satisfaction
of growing flowers where we do not
profit by last wvear's experience and
utilize that knowledge to betier our
honte grounds this year,

Remember moesl flowers do not suc-
ceed in a shady vard. If vour garden
plot i= of that nature do not despair
of having flowers, but wisely plant
the things that thrive in the shade
and take wvour to!l in pansies, ferns
and other well-known lovers of shady
COTRErS,

Do not work the soil top deeply
#bout plants that root close to the
surface; merely break the crust with
the claw-rake, or with the fingers.

Go over the garisn after a hard
rain, loozening the soll and the hose

{ will not be =0 much in demand.

Keep the straszeling geranfims out
back, aud give rich food and plenty
of water and theyr wiil bloom until
frost apd be in good ghape lor win-
tering in the cellar.

Nearly all plants hrive ' best it
given plenty of breathing space, eithor
by spacing when transplanting or by
pruning off the side branches. Many
ve larger and better hioom
vigorous lepping off,

00D METHODS EMPLOYED TO
OBTAIN BLOOMS

By LIMA R. ROSE.

70 gzrow flowers successfully nowa-
days they must be cared for like nerv-
m.s‘ delicate babies and trained with
the patience and attention needed to
produce a prima donna.

For modern methods of flower cul-
ture closely resemble the treatment
meted out to fraglle human belngs.

Thousands of such plants may be
in the different parks of the big
cities whose greenhouses are reguiar
experiment stations,

The advice which some scientifle
gardeners follow with regard to their
fiowers is as Tollows:

The plant bulbs are wrapped in cot-
ton wool When they begin to flower
they chloroform them. They are sur-
rounded with ice one day and steam
the mnext, and occasional eleetrie
shocks are administered.

One exhibitoer of fuchsias recently
told how the modern scientific sar-

dener attempts to improve on nature
and hasten the natural growth of

of difference between any of the mul- |11 ianis.

berries, though it is said the Downing

| is not hardy in the North.

it I8 a very rapid
which in itself is a very valuable
quality In a shade iree. Its leaves are
large and make a fine shade and from
every point of view it is p beautiful

growing ftree,

tree except, perhaps, ‘that some might |
| object to the fact that it bears fruit

in abundance,

This quality, howeyer, should make
it prized ail the more by the farmer.
For a number of weeks it produces
delicious berries that are the delight

of the children and of the birds and |

fowls.

Birds of all kinds may be ses
its branches feasting on the berrics
and making the vard cheerful
their song.
Jay

m in

The |

catbird and thrush, and mocking

by

“4A movel system has been adopted
spme  horticulturists for making
fucheias bloom quickly and luxuori
antly.

“When the plant is about to flower
it is placed in an inclosed space filled
with ehloroform vapor. The immedi-
‘ate resull is that the plant s retarded
or paralvzed in its growth.

“When the fuchsia is placed in the
fresh air again it is said to start grow-
ing again with redoubled energy, and
fiowers much quicker than it would do

with |

in the ordinary way.

“Another method
plants is by submitting them to high-
frequencey <lectric currents.

“Growing nowailays s even
more bringing up ba-
bhies—that is, If one wants to produce
finest possible blossoms.

of stimnlating

flowers

difficult than

the

Plant Shade Trees Around

the Home

ind

Them Along the Roads.

.

Foolish Believers in Luck.
Shallow men belleve in luck, believe
in circumstances. It was somebody’s
name, or he happened to be there at

| the time, or it was s0 then, and an-

yiter day it would have been other
wise. Strong men believe In cause
and effect. The man was born to do
it, and his father was born to be the
father of him and of this deed, and by
looking marrowly, you shall see there
was no luck in the matter, but it was
all a problem in arithmetic, or an ex-
periment in chemistry.—Emerson.

Important to Education,

The most important part of educa-
tion is the
which, besides supplying the faculty
of accurate obsorvation, creates the
habit of careful reflection and meas-
ured reasoning. The boys on the
farms, no less than those who are be-
ing trained in the trades, acquire ax-
tensive development of the senses.
The advent of mechanical power and
machinery, however, has impaired
this development.—Pregident Charles
W. Eliot.

| dered at
proceeded out of his mouth™

| passion
| grace of God exists, he can always

if Public-Spirited Help Plant |

training of the senses |

By REV. L. W. GOSNELL
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TEXT—If any maa cffend not In weord,
the sume is o perfect man, and able also
to bridle the whole body.—James 3:2.

Speech is a distinguishing gift of
man. Said a witty German: *“1 will
belleve that an
animal thinks
when he tells me
80." The world
would be =8
strange place {if
we could not talk,
vet what a world
it 1s because we
can talk! The
difficulty of con-
trolling speech is
pointed out in
our text, and
those who have
been striving
longest for per-
fection appreci-
ate most fully
this diffficulty. 1t “ill be worth while
to follow the discussion of the tongue
which is found im the succeeding
verses of the third chapter of James.

Firat of all, James speaks of ths
power of this “little member which
boasteth great things™ (vv. 3, 4). Like
tire bit in the horse’s mouth which en-
ables us to turn the whole body,
the tiny rudder of the ship, which di
rects its course through the stormy
deep. so the tongue is a great power
i the guidance of life. We marvel

| when we see the multitude swayed

by the speech of the preacher or the
vaice of the singer, We need only
lo mention Magna Charta, the Declar-
ntion of Independence, the Emancipa-
tion proclamation or Luther's Theses,
to be fmpressed with the power of
even written words,

But James goes on to speak of the
mischief which may be wronght by
the tongue ivv. 5, 6). It is like a 1it-
| tle fire kindling a great forest. A
venomous tongue hurts not only oth-
ers. but oneself; James says: “It de-
filath the whole body,” and we may
be ecertain that so long as an evil
thought injures the spirit, we cannot
escape from our evil words.

Hedges About the Tongue.

An old writer says: “We may cee
the cunning snd curious work of pa-
ture which hath barred and hedged
nothing in so strongly as the tongue,
with two rows of teeth and therewith
two lips; besides, ghe hath placed it
far from the heart, that it should not
utter that which the heart conceived.”

James goes on to speak of the un-
tnmableness of the tongue (vv. T, 8).
Brery kind of beasts and birds, of
ereeping things and things in the
sag, has been tamed by man, but the
tongue can no man tame, although
Goid can do even this thing.

Even aflter regeneration, wrong hab-
itz of speech will assert their sway.
How easily the oath springs to the
lips of the aforetime blasphemer!

Finally, James speaks of the In-
consistency of the tongue (wy. 812
Therewith we bless God and yet cursa
made in his image; as one has
put it, such abusive ralling against
men is Hke spitting on the statue of
the emperor whom we profess o
honor. Fvyen nature rebukes us for
siuch inconsistency. for no {ountain
sends forth both sweet water and bit-
ter.

Aesop, the writer of fables, was &
slave, He weas once ordered by his
master to procure the best things in
the market for dinner, and seérved
course after course of tongues. He
argued: “Is there anything better
than a tongue? Is not the tongue the
bond of civil society, the organ of
troth and reason and the organ of
our praise and the adoration of the
gods?” The slave's master directed
that the next day he shopld buy the
worst things he could find, and again
he brought tongues. This time he
reasoned: “The tongue Is surely the
worst thing in the world. It is the
instrument of all strife and conten-
tion, the inventor of lawsuits, and the
source of divislons and wars; it is
the organ of error, of lies, of calumny
and blasphemies."”

Skimming the Milk.

This inconsistency of the tongus
appears in the lives of those who
even do many deeds of kindness.
This was queintly set forth by an old
lady who said to her grandchildren:
“If youre going to give me = pan of
miik, don't skim it first." They found
she meant that when a iavor was
dane for her, she disliked to have It
spoiled by an ungraclous word. “An-
other errand? 1 nesver go downtown
without half a dozen commissions.”
The boy gets the book and rezlly
doesn't mind, but he has skimmed the
millk. “These gloves rwipped again!
It seems they always need mending
when 1 am in & hurry.” She really
wants to keep the gloves neat, but she
skims the milk

What a solemn word James speaks
in the first chapter of his epistie (v.
°): “If any man among you seemeth
to be religious and bridieth not his
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart,
this man's religion is vain." How
glad we should be that we have our
Helper, One of whom it is said that
“he opened not his mouth,” when it
was a time for silence, but of whom
it is said also that the people “won-
the graclous words which

men,

Watchfulness Enjoined on All.
The children of God, if they right-
Iy take their father's mind. are al-
ways disburdened of perplexing care-
fulness, but never exempted from dili-
went watchifulness.—Archbishop Leigh-
tom.

Compassion for Sinner.
We should not judge a sinner, but
rather lament his sins and have com-
on him; since, whilst' the

tiurn to the Lord and repent.—Savo-
narola.

Christian's Hope,

Hope is the glad expectation of that
which now Hes in the future. By the
counsel of God, and through his great
love and mercy, the Christian hope
gtands between “faith” and “charity.”
—Rey. T. V., Fosbery,

Most Perfect Man.

The most perfect man is not he who
having reached a certain degree of
perfection halts there, but rather he
who ever tends to God with the most
ardent yearning of his heart—St Ag-
gustine of Hippo.




